
Rudy Rodriguez grew up 
hearing the waves of the 
Pacific Ocean. Before com-

ing to the United States in 
2005, he lived in the tropical 
village of Costa Brava, El 
Salvador. His father was a 
farm laborer, and Rudy is 
one of eight children. There 
was little money to support 
the large family, so Rudy 
could attend school for only 
three years. He left school at 
age 11 and began working 
to help provide for his broth-

ers and sisters.    

 Even though he had to 
leave school so young, Rudy 
was always eager to learn.  
When he could leave his 
work, sometimes for even an 
hour or two, he attended 
free education programs for 
adults so he could improve 
his ability to read and write 
Spanish. He continued as a 
part time student in adult 
programs for five years and 
managed to achieve an edu-

cation equal to ninth grade.  

 Rudy came to the United 
States looking for better life 
opportunities. He lived in 
New York State for awhile 

and began to learn English.  

 

When he arrived in Erie in 
2008, he immediately en-
rolled in ESL classes at the 
Multicultural Community 
Resource Center to improve 
his language skills. He has 
now spoken English for five 
years, and his efforts have 
prepared him to continue 
his education and develop-

ment even further.  

 Last year, at age 32, Rudy 
began studies at Stairways 
to earn a GED, and he is 
working hard to achieve his 
goal. When he finishes the 
GED, if an opportunity 
comes, he would like to get 
additional training or per-
haps attend college.  He is 
interested in having a career 
in e i ther heal thcare 
(particularly working with 
older people), or in auto 

mechanics. 

 Among several differences 
he has observed between 
life in El Salvador and the 
U.S., Rudy speaks about 
Americansõ preference for 
individual privacy and their 
reluctance to trust others, 
particularly those of other 
races. And reflecting on the 
struggles he and others like 
him in El Salvador have had 
to endure, Rudy would en-
courage American youth to 
study and appreciate more 
the many advantages and 
opportunities our country 
provides for education, and 
to accept an attitude of 
greater responsibility for 

achievement.   

 Along with his classes at 
Stairways, Rudy is employed 
part-time at SafeNet where 
he handles maintenance 
and gardening duties.  He 
and his wife, Adriana, have 
a son, Rudy Jr., who is just 
ten months old.  And when 
he can, Rudy enjoys swim-
ming and fishing --   pas-
times he once had living 

next to the Pacific.  
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Coming Events  

Young Peopleôs Chorus at 

MCRC every Monday 
starting Sept. 12 

Cross-Conversat ional 
English classes at Blasco 
Library every Monday 
starting Sept. 12 

Hindu holidays in Sept.: 
Ganesh Chaturath i ; 
Onam; Natratras begins 

Jewish Rosh Hashanah is 
Sept. 29 
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Welcome to the first issue of our MCRC 

E-Newsletter! Our goal is to reach our 

friends, potential partners, and interest-

ed community members, to tell them 

about not only what we do, but what is 

happening on the local, National, and 

International scene regarding the lives 

of newcomers to Erie, and the lives of 

their country-

men they left 

behind.  We 

hope you will 

join the conver-

sation, and com-

ment, call, or 

befriend us on 

Facebook, to 

express your 

opinions or ask 

any questions. 

I want to ask for your support of Africa, 

particularly for the horn of Africa, 

where a famine has been declared by 

ings of sorrow, compassion, and con-

cern arise in us all. It is through tragedy 

that human compassion and humani-

tarianism is born. Please keep Africa in 

your hearts and minds, and pray for the 

souls of the innocent children who suf-

fer and die from starvation and geno-

cide while we in America have so much.   

MCRC exists to serve the needs of peo-

ple from around the world who need to 

rise from the ashes of manõs inhumanity 

to man, to face a new day in a new land 

filled with wonder and opportunity. We 

cannot fail them, for it is through the 

expression of our human spirit that 

both our clients and ourselves are one 

in the mystery of this life we share.     

                                    - Joel Tuzynski 
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the United Nations. Thousands of Afri-

cans are walking for days, through a 

parched and dangerous land, to seek 

food and shelter from international re-

lief organizations. Pictures of starving 

children, and stories of those who did-

nõt survive the trip flood the world air-

waves. Africa, once the cradle of civiliza-

tion, home of fascinating people, rich 

customs, and exotic animals, has been 

turned upside down by civil war, geno-

cide, political wrangling, overpopula-

tion, animal poaching, deforestation, 

and nowé starvation. The international 

humanitarian community can no longer 

ignore the raping of both the people 

and the land of Africa. It is during a 

tragedy this horrific, that human feel-

M C R C  N O T I C I A  

Soccer  Tournament  hos ts  e igh t  teams  

Execut ive Director urges support for 

Afr ican rel ief  
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ñIt is through tragedy that  

human compassion and  

humanitarianism are born.ò 

Your Donation is Appreciated 

To make a financial gift to MCRC, send it to  

Joanna Cherpak, Director of Human Resources & Fund 

Development, 554 East 10th St., Erie, PA 16503 or call her 

at 814.455.0212, X329. 

MCRC is a 501 ( c)(3) charity and all donations are  

tax deductible. 

On August 20
th
, 2011, MCRC held itõs first ever òWorld Cup Soccer Tourna-

mentó at the Family First Sports Park. Eight teams, representing various immi-
grant and refugee communities competed. Countries represented included 
Bhutan, Iraq, Ukraine, Mexico, Bosnia, and several African nations.  All teams 
played well and represented their countries with pride and dignity. Our semi 
final round included Team BOSNA (Bosnian) vs. Erie Internation (African) 
and Team Mexico vs. Druk Sporting Club Team X (Bhutanese) with BOSNA 
and Mexico moving on to the final game and BOSNA winning the tourna-
ment.  We are already looking forward to next yearõs tournament. Congratu-

lations BOSNA.! 

                                 - Trish Lawrence,           
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Interns have provided MCRC with many 
great ideas and opportunities. Beatrice, 
a social work intern from Mercyhurst 
College and her childrenõs garden is just 
one example of how these great ideas 
are brought into reality. Thanks to the 
hard work of Beatrice and members of 
Mercyhurstõs master gardening pro-
gram, the ground was turned, raised 
beds were made, and seedlings were 
grown. The children in our child -care 
program quickly took over from there 
transplanting the seedlings, pulling 
weeds, and working together on many 
garden projects throughout the sum-
mer.  Some of these projects included 
making stepping stones for hopscotch, 
creating an outside chalkboard, and 

painting old tires for sand boxes. 

All the children enjoy checking the gar-
den daily for ripe vegetables and fruit, 
which we pick and eat during our 
school day. Our picks include tomatoes, 
beans, peppers, broccoli, zucchini, 
strawberries, and sunflowers. The chil-
dren are encouraged to try everything, 
and surprisingly they often like it! This 
has been a rewarding experience for us 
all. Our hard work is a great source of 
pride and has provided us a fun place 
to spend the summer. We hope you can 
stop by and see our garden sometime 
and we look forward to continuing this 

for many years to come.  
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Mcrc k ids proud of  the i r  summer garden  

 

 Now she spends four to six hours each 
week as a volunteer assisting Immigra-
tion Counselor Nick Bobango. Her vol-
unteer duties involve mostly organizing 
and filing the huge amount of paper-
work Nickõs office requires.  I enjoy the 
work,ó she says. òWhen I come in, 
thereõs always something to do, and I 
know how to go about getting it done. 
And itõs good to see old friends I used to 

work with.ó 

 Joyce is an Erie native. She graduated 
from McDowell High School and later 
the Registered Nurse program at Alle-
gheny General Hospital in Pittsburgh. 
As a single parent, she reared three 
children while maintaining a nursing 
and nurse supervisor career in Erie and 

elsewhere. She retired from nursing 
after serving nine years at Millcreek 

Community Hospital. 

 In addition to her volunteer work at 
MCRC, Joyce volunteers at the Emmaus 
Soup Kitchen and at St. James RC 
Church on Buffalo Road.  Joyce remar-
ried in 1985 to well -known Erie educa-

tor and coach Tom Grandinetti.  

Although she just 
started volunteer-
ing at MCRC in 
February this 

y e a r ,  J o y ce 
Grandinetti has 

seen more chang-
es at the organi-
zation than most.  
In fact, her history 

with MCRC began eighteen years ago 
when she took a position as Bookkeep-
er at the Hispanic American Council.  
òWhen I started the job,ó she says, òI had 
no experience in bookkeeping, so I had 
to find my way.ó  Apparently she is a 
good learner, because Joyce held the 
position for ten years until retiring in 

2003. 

V O L U M E 1 ,  I S S U E 1  

Volun teer  Spot l igh t    

 

 

           

Mercyhurst College Interns Provide Guidance, Help 

- Denise DePalma 

ñ Al Richards 

MCRC volunteer opportunities exist for one-time 

or continuing activities. Please  visit the Volunteer 
tab at our Website at www.multiculturalcrc.org. 

To inquire, send  an email to 
MCRC@multiculturalcrc.org.  Be sure to include 
your name and phone number in your message. 


