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òCelebrating 40 years (1975 to 2015) 
of providing hope and opportunity 

for the ESL communityó 

As a social service agency that works with refugees on a daily basis, we are saddened by the backlash 

sweeping our country in the aftermath of the terrorist events. We feel it is necessary to share with our 

community a closer look at the facts surrounding entry into our country.  There are four main avenues to 

enter our country on a temporary or permanent legal basis; Refugees, Immigrants, Students and Visitors.   

According to the Department of State in 2014 9,932,480 non -immigrant visas were issued to enter the 

country.  This total includes tourists, business people and students.  All of these individuals bring money 

into the United States economy through tuition, travel and business endeavors. All of which helps to posi-

tively affect the United States industries. The steps to apply for this Visa listed on the Department of State 

website include completing the online application, an interview at the consulate and paying the applica-

tion processing fee.  In the terrorist attacks on September 11
th

, 2001 all of the 19 hijackers held some form 

of this visa. 

According to the Office of Refugee Resettlement, in 2014 69,986 refugees entered the country.  These 

refugees all followed a 21 step vetting process before gaining admittance.  This process takes an average 

of 2 to 3 years to complete.  These individuals bring only what they can fit in one suitcase and make no 

immediate financial benefit to the economy.  Over time these individuals acclimate to the communities, in 

which they are resettled, buying homes, getting jobs, paying taxes and working to better their lives for 

their families.  Because of their lack of immediate impact on American industry, refugees are easy political 

pawns.  By calling for increased steps in the already extensive vetting process, politicians appear to be pro-

moting heightened homeland security.  In actuality this increased vetting process will only target .07% of 

all the individuals entering the country.  

The current negative environment across the country surrounding refugees not only affects the individu-

als waiting to come in but also those Muslim refugees who have been resettled in the last 20 years.  These 

individuals are our friends, neighbors and co-workers and deserve a safe, happy home here in our com-

munities just like everyone else.  If we donõt stop and think about this negativity now and do something to 

counteract it, where will our communities be in the future? Please take a moment to review the refugee 

vetting process included here to help you know the facts.      (Click on hyperlink below) 

ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦƴǇǊΦƻǊƎκнлмрκммκннκпрсфуфммрκǘƘŜ-ǳ-ǎ-ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜ-ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ-ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ-ǿƻǊƪǎ  

Behind the Rhetoric 

http://www.npr.org/2015/11/22/456989115/the-u-s-refugee-screening-process-works
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Meet Rosetta Stone, MCRCõs Newest Language 
Program 

On Thursday, November 19, 2015 MCRC once again hosted our traditional 
Thanksgiving Feast for our Clients and Staff. Special thanks to Michael Lehman  

of Senator Sean Wileyõs office for helping to serve the food. 

Thanks in part to Catholic Charities, MCRC now 

has a PC lab with Rosetta Stone Language 

Learning Software!  This lab will function as a 

learning resource for our community to help in 

learning the English and other languages as 

well.  The lab is located in the bottom floor of 

our main building on the MCRC Campus. 
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Open Enrollment ð Deadlines Approaching!  
Open enrollment for the Health Insurance Marketplace is well underway now, 

and the deadlines are approaching faster than you think! The first deadline is 

December 15
th

 if you want coverage beginning January 1
st
. The Marketplace 

closes to the public on January 31
st
, and unless you experience certain life 

changes, it wonõt be open again until late next fall. You can avoid the Black 

Friday madness and lines and make an appointment today ð this program is 

open to anyone, regardless of language, income, or ethnicity. 

The obvious benefit to having health insurance is the safety and peace of mind 

in knowing that you can receive the help you need, and that if something un-

expected happens you will have some protection. Prevention is another im-

portant aspect of having health insurance. Under the Affordable Care Act, all 

the plans in the Marketplace must cover preventative services, such as screen-

ings and shots, at no cost to you within the planõs network. The Marketplace 

offers tax credits and cost sharing reductions based on income to help people 

pay for their care and their premiums. 

There is also a penalty on your tax returns for not having insurance called the 

ôindividual shared responsibility payment.õ In 2014 the fine was $95 or 1% of 

your income, the 2015 fine will be $325 or 2% of your income, and for 2016 

the fine for not being insured will be $695 per uninsured person ($347.50 per 

uninsured child under 18) or 2.5% of your income, if you do not qualify for an 

exemption.  

This year the tax season and Marketplace Open Enrollment only have a small 

overlapping period. We are afraid there may be people who do not under-

stand that this fee will apply until after they file their 2015 taxes and incur the 

2015 penalty, which may very well be after the Marketplace open enrollment is 

over on January 31
st
. After that date, they would not be able to purchase a 

plan for 2016 (unless they experience certain life changes), and risk incurring 

the 2016 penalty as well. So if you or someone you know is not covered please 

make sure theyõre aware of this before they decide to stay uninsured or to pro-

crastinate seeking coverage.  

In addition, if you know anyone without coverage, please let them know weõre 
here to help free of charge, with no obligation to enroll.  We can help them 
explore their options and understand what they qualify for. For more infor-
mation, please email Mary at mschmidt@mcrcerie.org ~or~ Jordan at 
jac554@mcrcerie.org.  You may also call us at (814) 455 ð 0212. 

MCRCõs 2nd Annual 

ôWho Wants to be a US Citizenõ 

Trivia Competition.   

 

Friday, April 29, 2016 
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