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Coming Events  

 

¶ February 2ðGroundhog Day 

¶ February 4ðSuper Bowl 

¶ February 9ðWinter Olym-
pics Begin 

¶ February 11ðMake a Friend 
Day 

¶ February 12ðAbraham 
Lincolnôs Birthday 

¶ February 13ðMardi Gras 

¶ February 14ðAsh Wednes-
day 

¶ February 14ðValentineôs 
Day 

¶ February 16ðChinese New 
Year (Year of the Dog) 

¶ February 17ðRandom Acts 
of Kindness Day 

¶ February 19ðPresidentôs 
Day 

¶ February 22ðGeorge Wash-
ingtonôs Birthday 
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Volume 8, Issue 1 

January 2018 

Multicultural Community   

Resource Center of Erie 

Michael Burns, Esq., Board President 

Joanna  R. Cherpak, Executive Director 

  

MCRC Noticias Editorial Team: 

Cathie Whitmire, ESL Instructor 

Carol Brigham, Education Manager 

Gregg Sikora, IT Specialist 

554 East 10th St., Erie, PA 16503 

Ph: 814.455.0212    FAX: 814.453.2363 

Email: a/w/ϪƳŎǊŎŜǊƛŜΦƻǊƎ 

In September of 2017, a tropical storm named Maria found ideal conditions in the Car-

ibbean to grow into the most devastating category 5 hurricane ever recorded in Domi-

nica and Puerto Rican history.  Wind speeds reached 175 miles per hour and flooding 

and catastrophic damage left inhabitants without shelter, food, water and power.  It 

has been estimated that the storm has left damage totaling over 99.45 billion dollars 

and over 547 people have died (499 in Puerto Rico alone) with countless others still 

listed as missing.  Relief was sent in the aftermath of the storm but not nearly enough 

to aid those dealing with such disaster; living without rooves or in tents, dealing with 

access to clean water, food and medication, or trying to educate children where the 

schools were damaged beyond use.   

All of these statistics made national news for a while, but have slowly been brushed 

aside as other agendas have come across the news desk.  Bigger stories deemed more 

important have filled our papers, internet browsers and phone apps, but the reality is 

that almost 6 months later, our Puerto Rican community members are still dealing with  

0ÕÅÒÔÏ 2ÉÃÏ ÁÎÄ (ÕÒÒÉÃÁÎÅ 

-ÁÒÉÁȭÓ !ÆÔÅÒÍÁÔÈ 



PA G E 2  V O L U M E 8 ,  I S S U E 1  

The 2018 Open Enrollment period for the Federal Insurance Marketplace (healthcare.gov) ended last 
month, December 15

th
, 2017. Despite the total number of days for Open Enrollment being cut in half (90 

days in 2016 cut to 45 in 2017), our numbers remained consistent with those of the previous years. 

 

Although open enrollment is now over, you may still qualify for a special enrollment if you have a qualifying 
life event.  This includes life changing events such as: loss of health coverage, having a baby, getting mar-
ried, getting divorced, adopting a child, etc.  (For a more complete listing visit healthcare.gov). 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  the tax bill that was recently passed by Congress does not change the individual mandate 
requirement, and repeals the penalty starting 2019.  For 2018, you are still required to have health insur-
ance, and when you file your 2018 federal income taxes.  You may have to pay a penalty if you did not have 
health insurance! 
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this nightmare.  Currently reports claim that power has been 

restored to about 60% of the island; however, first-hand ac-

counts say that this figure is too high.  There are still issues 

with lodging and clean water.  Many are fleeing the island to 

find refuge in our local communities across America.  This is 

certainly true here in the Erie community, where it is estimated 

that more than 100 people have relocated to find a new 

home.  FEMA provided initial housing assistance to some of 

the families who came here homeless; however, like most pro-

grams, this was temporary assistance.  More help for these indi-

viduals continues to be greatly needed.    

In response to the many Puerto Rican families coming to MCRC 

for assistance, we have been awarded a grant through Erie 

County to assist these individuals.  This funding allows our Lati-

no Services 

program and 

the newly created Hispanic Self Sufficiency Case Manager to 

assist clients with finding available housing, scheduling doctor 

appointments, contacting utility companies, finding house-

hold items such as furniture and clothing, helping children 

get enrolled in school and assisting with interpretation and 

referrals to other available services in the area.  Currently the 

case load is around 20 but that number grows daily as word 

spreads within the community.  We are grateful to be able to 

help these families find a home here in Erie.           
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MCRC will again be filing your taxes for free!  

This year they will be done next door in our An-

nex buildingõs lounge.  All you need to do is ei-

ther drop them off at our front desk during our 

normal business hours (8:30amñ4:30pm Mon-
day thru Friday) or schedule an appointment by 

calling 455-0212 or visiting the receptionist at 

the front desk.  All appointments are between 

9:00am and 12:00pm Mondays, Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays & 10:00amñ1:00pm Saturdays. 
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